
One sheep poses for the camera during a live visit 
to the Wex this fall. Photo credit: Michael Mercil. 

ARTIST, SHEEP OF THE VIRTUAL PASTURE SAY 
GOODBYE TO WEX AT CLOSING CEREMONY 

 
Come bid farewell to the 13 
sheep and artist Michael Mercil of 
The Virtual Pasture on 
Monday, December 5 outside 
the Wexner Center from 10 
am-3 pm. The closing ceremony 
marks the end of their three year 
stay at the Wex. The Virtual 
Pasture reanimates the campus 
landscape with its flock of sheep, 
presented via the images 
transmitted live to the on-site 
video monitor and occasional 
"live" visits. Mercil says the 
endeavor was "part of my effort, 
as both artist and teacher, to engage the land-grant mission of Ohio State. 
The project entertains such questions as where, when, and how do we 
encounter farm animals now? And, how might we reestablish contact with 
the living creatures with which we still share deep mutual dependence, but 
which we have made invisible in our daily life?  
 
The event will include: 

• Photo opportunities and interaction with the sheep 
• Live musical entertainment 
• Mike Brandly, director of the Ohio Auction School, will participate in a 

live auction. 
• Refreshments will be served. 

 
WHEN: Saturday, December 5, 2011 from 10 am to 3 pm. No rain date is 
scheduled. 
 
WHERE: Weather permitting, outside in The Virtual Pasture located on the 
College Road side of the Wexner Center on the south side of the Oval 
 
Always available for interviews about this exhibit: Michael Mercil, 
artist, at michael@annhamiltonstudio.com. He will be present at the event. 
 
A line of felted wool laptop computer sweaters and iPad mittens, produced 
from the wool of the Shetland sheep, will soon be available for purchase in 
the Wexner Center bookshop. 
 
Media contact: Karen Simonian at ksimonian@wexarts.org or 64-292-9923 


