
 
WEXNER CENTER JOINS CAMPUS-WIDE CONVERSATION ON 
IMMIGRATION THROUGH NEW WORLDS FILM SERIES 
 
December 20, 2012—The Wexner Center presents 
New Worlds: Immigration on Film, a series 

focusing on the contemporary immigration 

experience, in the month of January. This five-film 

series—featuring movies set around the globe—is 

part of the yearlong, campus-wide Conversation on 

Immigration, which kicks off the COMPAS 

(Conversation on Morality, Politics, and Society) 

initiative launched by Ohio State’s Center for Ethics 

and Human Values. 

Tickets to the screenings are $7, and $5 for students, Wexner Center members, and 

seniors, available at tickets.wexarts.org, 614-292-3535, or at the ticket office. More info: 

wexarts.org/fv. All films will be shown in the Wexner Center’s Film/Video Theater, 1871 N. 

High St., expect for Le Havre, which will be shown at the Gateway Film Center. 

A complete schedule follows. 

 

NEW WORLDS: IMMIGRATION ON FILM 

El Norte (Gregory Nava, 1983) — 139 mins., 35mm 
Thursday, January 5 at 7 pm 

In El Norte, brother and sister Enrique and Rosa flee persecution at home in 
Guatemala, traveling north through Mexico in search of a better life in the United 
States. Nava’s ground-breaking film was one of the first films to depict the lives of 
immigrants crossing the border into America. This film is also featured in the Wexner 
Center’s Cinema Latino film series. Trailer: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbfvnT40zZU 

 

In Between Days (So Yong Kim, 2006) — 83 mins., video 
Thursday, January 12 at 7 pm 
So Yong Kim’s remarkable first feature, In Between Days, follows a young Korean 
immigrant in Canada as she copes with her new country, the separation from her 
father, and the angst that swirls around the lives of teenagers everywhere.  

 

Man Push Cart (Ramin Bahrani, 2005) — 87 mins., 35mm 
Thursday, January 19 at 7 pm 
Man Push Cart follows a former Pakistani music star who now sells coffee and bagels 
from his street cart in Manhattan. His life seems to take a turn for the better when a 
rich businessman offers to introduce him to the New York music scene but a freak 
occurrence threatens to shatter his already fragile existence. Trailer: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYGZwU11TV4 

Lamerica (Gianni Amelio, 1994). 
Image courtesy of New Yorker Films 
 

 



Le Havre (Aki Kaurismaki, 2011) — 93 mins., HD video 
Begins a two-week run January 20 at Gateway Film Center as part of Wex at  
Gateway.Visit the Gateway Film Center website for showtimes. 

The latest from comedy noir maestro Aki Kaurismaki, Le Havre follows a down-and-

out shoe shiner in the French port city whose life is further complicated when he tries 

to help a group of illegal African immigrants who have been hiding in a shipping 

container. The film features gorgeous cinematography by Timo Salminen. Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpAFPgNyxmc 

 

Lamerica (Gianna Amelio, 1994) — 116 mins., 35mm 
Thursday, January 26 at 7 pm 
In the satirical Lamerica, two Italian hustlers arrive in post-communist Albania to set 
up a phony shoe factory and pocket the government’s investment in economic relief. 
To carry out the scheme, they need an Albanian at the head of the company and 
they find their patsy in the form of an elderly Italian political prisoner who is utterly 
passive after years behind bars. When the old man escapes to the Albanian 
countryside, one of the young con men comes face-to-face with the extreme poverty 
and pervasive hope for a better life in another country. 

EVENT ORGANIZATION and SUPPORT 
Significant contributions for the Wexner Center’s 2011–12 film season are made by 
the Rohauer Collection Foundation. 

The organizers for the Immigration Conversation at Ohio State gratefully 
acknowledge generous financial support from the following sources: the Office of the 
President, the Office of the Executive Dean of Arts & Sciences, the Mershon Center 
for International Security Studies, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, the 
Innovation Group for the OSU Center for Ethics and Human Values, the Humanities 
Institute, the Initiative in Population Research, and the Philosophy Department. For 
more information on the Immigration Conversation: https://immigration.osu.edu. 

The Wexner Center also receives generous support from the Greater Columbus Arts 
Council, The Columbus Foundation, Nationwide Foundation, and the Ohio Arts 
Council, as well as from the Corporate Annual Fund of the Wexner Center Foundation 
and Wexner Center members. 

The preferred airline of the film/video program is American Airlines/American Eagle. 

Media contact: Karen Simonian, ksimonian@wexarts.org or 614-292-9923. 


