
 
	  
CHOREOGRAPHER JOHN JASPERSE RETURNS TO WEXNER CENTER 
WITH CANYON 
 

“When John Jasperse makes a new work, it should be seen: end of story.”—New York 

Times 

 
April 1, 2012—Canyon, a dance piece by New York-

based choreographer John Jasperse, will be 

performed April 26-29, 2012 at the Wexner Center. 

In this riveting piece, Jasperse taps into states of 

wonder and the ineffable—the transformative power 

of losing yourself in visceral experience—where the 

sway of the intellect is held in check by the 

overwhelming rush of awe.  

Six dancers, including Jasperse, turn the stage into a 

space beyond language, where strangeness, subtlety, 

spaciousness, density, and fervent shifts all play a 

role. While abstract in nature, Canyon seeks to 

reflect these qualities by exploring the extraordinary 

that originates in the ordinary. The combination of 

dance, storytelling, props, and lighting all amount to 

a piece that New York’s The L Magazine calls 

“captivating…[and] thoroughly smart, yet light.” As 

The Village Voice notes, “John Jasperse attacks hot 

subjects with the formal precision of a classical 

artist….Jasperse and his terrific performers offer a 

witty and provocative web of dancing, acts, and 

images that test in bewitchingly eccentric ways.” 

Jasperse previously appeared at the Wexner Center 

in 2001 with Giant Empty. 

While at the Wexner Center, John Jasperse will hold 

a discussion session with students from Ohio State’s 

Department of Dance to discuss the ideas that informed the making of Canyon. 

This will be coupled with a master class in technique, drawing from both 

traditional and modern techniques. Jasperse taught new movement material, 

John Jasperse 
Canyon 
Thursday–Saturday, Apr 26–28 
at 8 PM and Sunday, April 29 at 
2 PM 
Location: Wexner Center 
Performance Space, 1871 N. 
High St. 
Tickets: $18 general public, 
$15 members, $10 students, 
available at the Wexner Center, 
online at tickets.wexarts.org, or 
by calling 614-292-3535.   
 

John Jasperse’s Canyon. Photo 
courtesy of Tony Orrico. 

 



some from his own work and others created from those classroom explorations, 

integrating energetic patterning with different ways of experiencing and 

embodying the choreographic material. Jasperse also spent extra time with a 

graduate student who is doing her master’s thesis on his work, allowing her to sit 

in on rehearsals and probe his approach to choreography in depth. 

His work has been presented by festivals and presenting organizations in the United 
States, Brazil, Chile, Israel, Japan, and throughout Europe. 

For more information, visit his website: 

http://www.johnjasperse.org/index.php?name=bio 
 
EVENT SUPPORT 

Canyon is commissioned as part of the BAM 2011 Next Wave Festival, and is co-

commissioned by the Wexner Center for the Arts. 

Canyon is made possible by the New England Foundation for the Arts’ National 

Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.  

Canyon is supported by the MAP Fund, a program of Creative Capital supported 

by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

Canyon is commissioned through Meet the Composer’s Commissioning 

Music/U.S.A. program and by the American Music Center Live Music for Dance 

Program. Canyon is supported, in part, by the National Endowment for the Arts, 

the Bossak/Heilbron Charitable Foundation, the Harkness Foundation for Dance, 

the James E. Robison Foundation, and by public funds from the New York City 

Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. Canyon was 

developed in residencies at The Maggie Allesee National Center for Choreography 

(MANCC), MASS MoCA and CPR— Center for Performance Research. 
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Media contacts: Karen Simonian, ksimonian@wexarts.org or 614-292-9923 or 
Jennifer Wray, jwray@wexarts.org or 614-247-6241 
	  

 


